Bradfords build their carbon strategy with Briggs Equipment

Thursday 07th July 2022

Building supplies specialists Bradfords have demonstrated their commitment to reducing environmental impact by investing in a multi-site implementation of new electric forklifts. These new Hyster trucks will replace an existing diesel fleet and will be delivered as part of a five-phase plan. The initial phase has been completed, with 12 machines now operational and a further 28 due for delivery throughout 2022. 

As a long-term Briggs customer, the two companies have worked closely together to evaluate and understand the requirements of each site. This collaborative approach has ensured a smooth transition from diesel to electric in phase one and will continue throughout the delivery stages and beyond. Briggs has facilitated the installation of charging provisions at each site and the delivery of familiarisation and training support. 

The environmental benefits of this investment extend beyond the significant reduction in CO2, as the new trucks also reduce noise pollution, especially important for sites in residential areas, and deliver increased control and manoeuvrability for operators. 

Nathan Hancock, Briggs Equipment’s Key Accounts Sales Manager, commented: “We have established a fantastic working partnership with Bradfords Building Supplies and we were delighted to support them with meeting their sustainable working ambitions. 

“A key requirement for Bradfords was the switch to electric didn’t compromise the performance and productivity of the fleet. All the trucks delivered are equipped with industry leading technology, which means the new trucks can keep pace with their diesel and LPG counterparts even in high-intensity environments. 

“There will also be significant cost savings for Bradfords as a result of going green, with operational costs significantly reduced. Pleasingly, we have already received some excellent feedback from operators on-site regarding the performance, comfort and reduced noise levels of the new trucks. 

“We now look forward to working with Bradfords to ensure they get the most out of their new fleet and continuing our partnership.” 

Giles Bradford, head of sustainability for Bradfords, welcomes the transition: “Emissions from our forklift fleet account for 15% of our scope 1 carbon, so this initiative helps us to make significant progress to decarbonise the business.  

“Whilst that was a driver for the electrification programme, crucial to any change was that the new vehicles were as fit for purpose as the original diesel versions.  Reports so far are that there are additional benefits beyond the zero emissions which will add further value to the business.”

The level of the relationship between us and Briggs is no doubt an important part of the success of implementation so far and we look forward to continuing our decarbonisation journey with them as we look to the rest of the forklift fleet and beyond.”

- - - ENDS - - -

Editor’s Notes 
About Briggs Equipment:

[bookmark: _Hlk74817993][bookmark: _Hlk108011374][bookmark: _Hlk108011445]Briggs Equipment is an asset management and engineering services specialist that has transformed the contract hire of industrial machinery. In addition to being the exclusive national distributor in the UK for the Hyster and Yale ranges of materials handling equipment, Briggs enjoys many other strategic partnerships with suppliers that provide industrial cleaning, aerial access, groundworks, agricultural plant and machinery that offer customers a total solution. Briggs services all the equipment it supplies, with one of the largest teams of mobile engineers across the UK and Ireland. Whether it’s new, used or short-term hire equipment, Briggs has a proposition far more wide ranging than materials handling. The company’s market leading fleet management tool, BE Portal, plays a pivotal role in driving up standards of customer service and its in-house financing capability, BE Finance, offers customers greater flexibility. To further highlight the diversity of its operations, AmeyBriggs, a joint venture between Briggs Defence and Amey plc, manages and maintains all the Ministry of Defence’s construction and materials handling equipment across the Globe. Briggs is transforming the industry by placing customers at the heart of everything it does. Discover more about us at briggsequipment.co.uk 
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